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REMARKS 

Claim Amendments 

New Claims 21-24 have been added. Support for these claims can be found throughout 
the specification, for example, at page 7, lines 16-25, and page 8, lines 13-30. No new matter 
has been added. 

Affirmation of Election 

Applicants hereby by affirm the election of Group I, Claims 1-16, for prosecution in this 
application. Applicants reserve the right to pursue the invention of Group II in a continuation or 
divisional application. 

Objection to the Disclosure 

The disclosure is objected to for a number of typographical errors. The amendments to 
the specification above correct these errors; Applicants thank the Examiner for noting them. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection are respectfully requested. 

Objection to the Drawings 

Applicants respectfully traverse the objection to the drawings. 35 U.S.C. § 1 16 requires 
only that drawings be furnished where necessary for the understanding of the subject matter 
sought to be patented. Applicants respectfully submit that the flange and flow controller can be 
understood in the context of the claimed invention without reference to a drawing; see, e.g., page 
20, lines 26-32, and page a9, line 23, through page 20, line 3. Reconsideration and withdrawal 
of this requirement are respectfully requested. 

Objection to the Claims 

The claims have been objected to for a number of informalities which are addressed by 
the amendments to the claims made herein. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the objections 
are respectfully requested. 
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Rejection of Claim 13 Under 35 U.S.C. §112, First Paragraph 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as allegedly failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. Claim 13 has been canceled, obviating the rejection. 

Rejection of Claims 1-3 and 14 Under 35 U.S.C. $ 102(b) 

Claims 1-3 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1102(b) as allegedly anticipated by 
Safabash et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,293,925; "Safabash"). Claims 2 and 3 have been cancelled, 
and Claims 1 and 14 have been amended to recite a microneedle having a distal end, an interior 
channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. Safabash does not 
disclose a delivery device comprising a microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that 
extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims 1-3 Under 35 U.S.C. $ 102(b) 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1102(b) as allegedly anticipated by Gordon et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,324,236; "Gordon"). Claims 2 and 3 have been cancelled, and Claim 1 has 
been amended to recite a microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the 
distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. Gordon does not disclose a delivery device 
comprising a microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, 
and a removable plug at the distal end. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are 
respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims L 2, 4-7, 1 1-12 and 14 Under 35 U.S.C. S 102(e) 

Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 11-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 4102(e) as allegedly 
anticipated by Ackley (U.S. Application Serial No. 09/747,768; "Ackley"). Claims 2 and 12 
have been canceled. Claims 1,4-7, 1 1 and 14 have been amended to recite a microneedle having 
a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal 
end. Ackley does not disclose a delivery device comprising a microneedle having a distal end, 
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an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims 1. 4 and 15 Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 1, 4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. £1 03(a) as allegedly unpatentable over 
Erickson et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,820,570; "Erickson") in view of Gertsek et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,656,147; "Gertsek"). Claims 1, 4 and 15 have been amended to recite a microneedle 
having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the 
distal end. Neither Erickson nor Gertsek teach or suggest a delivery device comprising a 
microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a 
removable plug at the distal end. Thus, even a combination of the references does not teach or 
all elements of the claimed invention. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are 
respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims 1-4 and 8 Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. £1 03(a) as allegedly unpatentable over 
Dunmire et al (U.S. Patent No. 3,289,675; "Dunmire") in view of Gertsek et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,656,147; "Gertsek"). Claims 2, 3 and 8 have been canceled. Claims 1 and 4 have been 
amended to recite a microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal 
end, and a removable plug at the distal end. Neither Dunmire nor Gertsek teach or suggest a 
delivery device comprising a microneedle having a distal end, an interior channel that extends to 
the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. Thus, even a combination of the 
references does not teach or all elements of the claimed invention. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims 6 and 7 Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. £103(a) as allegedly unpatentable over 
Safabash et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,293,925; "Safabash") in view of Cable et al (U.S. Patent No. 
4,685,903; "Cable"). Claims 6 and 7 have been amended to recite a microneedle having a distal 
end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal end. 
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Neither Safabash nor Cable teach or suggest a delivery device comprising a microneedle having 
a distal end, an interior channel that extends to the distal end, and a removable plug at the distal 
end. Thus, even a combination of the references does not teach or all elements of the claimed 
invention. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claim 16 Under 35 U.S.C. 3103(a) 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. £1 03(a) as allegedly unpatentable over Leong et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,837,988; "Leong") in view of Gertsek et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,656,147; 
"Gertsek"). Claim 16 has been canceled, obviating the rejection. 


In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants believe the pending 
application is in condition for allowance. 

Applicants believe no fee is due with this response other than those submitted herewith. 
However, if a further fee is due, please charge our Deposit Account No. 18-1945 from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw under Order No. BVTP-PO 1-034. 

Dated: December 14, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 


CONCLUSION 
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